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Abstract
This study aims to describe the features of free education for poor children in late eighteenth-
century Philadelphia.　It focuses on the education of the first Sunday school society in America,
“The Society for the Institution and Support of First-day or Sunday Schools”（the FDS）.　This 
voluntary association was established in １７９０ and was strongly backed by Benjamin Rush, one of 
the most famous advocators of public education during the nation’s Founding Era.　The educational 
policy of the FDS was unique.　The FDS welcomed uneducated, poor children of all religious faiths 
and denominations and provided free instruction in reading and writing using the Bible.　Professional 
teachers were responsible for, not only providing instruction to children but also inspiring them 
to attend their own religious Sunday worship either after or before school, and closely monitoring 
and disciplining the children.　Adopting this educational policy, the FDS was aiming to reform 
the unruly behavior of the poor children and preserve the sanctity of the Sabbath and peace in 
society.　However, the FDS faced a number of difficulties.　These were caused by conflicts and 
interactions among actors such as poor children, teachers, financial contributors, parents, and the 
FDS members, as well as by financial difficulties brought about by being a voluntary association.　
The difficulties the FDS faced suggest that an educational policy that was similar to that of public 
education was not easy to practice in late eighteenth-century Philadelphia.
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公教育制度構想（“A PLAN for establishing 
Public Schools in Pennsylvania, and for 
conducting Education agreeably to a Repub- 
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